Alicia Weber Makes Gator Cross Country News in 2000!
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UF Cross Ccuntry Runner Named Athlete of the
Week
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In her first race as a Florida Gator, Alicia Weber (Pittsburgh, Pa.) finished fifth overall and led her
team 1o a first place finish. Weber had a time of 20:12.00 and was fifth overall at the JTC Cross
Country Invitational in Jacksonville last Friday night.

Weber, a transfer from Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, ran as an unattached entrant in the
Sept. 7 Nike Twi-Light Invitational and finished 13th overali.

She and the rest of the Gators host the 13th annual Gator Invitational at the University Golf Course
on Saturday morning. The women's collegiate race begins at 8 am and the men's coliegiate race
begins at 8:45 am. There will be four high school! races to follow. In ali, over 1200 athletes will be
running.
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UF teams favored in home meet

Women’s team looking to extend winning streak as they run in the Gator Invitational

JiLL MARTIN
STAFF WRITER

The Gator cross country teams have the
potential to post some breakthrough times
this weekend at the 13th annual Gator
Invitational,

With only the women’s “B” team
attending the Jacksonville Track Club

(TC) Cross Country Invitational last
Saturday, and the men last competing on
Sept. 15, both teams are going into the
meet with plenty of rest.

The Gator teams have had great success
in the past in the Gator Invitational. In
last year’s meet, both UF teams swept,
Sentor Rob Evans, then a junior, finished
first for the Gators, and was second overall
In 24:50.49, breaking the 25.minute
barrier for the fivst time in his career, For
the women, then-senior Tamieka Grizzle
was the first Florida runner to cross the
line at 18:09.46, good enough for fourth
overall,

Gator team captain Chris Duncan could
be on the brink of his third straight victory
on Saturday. Duncan, a junior, got his first
career win in the Nike Twi-Light
Invitational in a time of 20:03.52, breaking
his personal record by more than 15
seconds. His second win came only one
weels later in the Tennessee Invitational on
Sept. 15; his time of 25:30.12 was 15th-best

all time on the Lambert Acres course.

Duncan, and the rest of the Gators, are
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looking to improve upon their team finish
from the Tennessee Invitational where
they were second to the Naval Academy.
Earlier this season, the men’s team won
the Nike Twi-Light Invitational by placing
fivst, third, seventh, eighth, ninth and 11th
for 25 points,

Though the Lady Gators are
undefeated, they are currently not ranked.
That may change after this weekend. This
also may be the race for freshman Hilary
White to break through with her first
collegiate  win. White leads this
dominantly young squad with her second-
place finish at the Nike Twi-Light
Invitational (18:26.56), and her third-place
finish from the Tennessee Invitational
(18:41.56). The team’s best pack time this
season is 1:05.11, which was at the Twi-
Light Invitational held at UF, the same
course the team races on this weekend.
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Weber was tops for the Lady Gators,
finishing in 20:12 for a fifth-place overall
finish.

This weekend’s meet also may serve as
a prediction of the finishes of these Florida
schools in the women’s State Meet, which
will be held at the University of South
Florida on Oct. 13. The Gator teams are
hosting Bethune-Cookman, Florida A&M,
Florida International University, Florida
Southern College, Jacksonville University,
Life University (Georgia), University of
Miami, University of North Carolina
(Wilmington), and Valdosta State
University (Georgia). Life is only bringing
a men’s team, while the rest are bringing
both men’s and women’s teams,

The Gator Invitational will be held on
Saturday, Sept. 30, at the UF Golf Course,
The women’s race is at 8:00 a.m., while the
men start at 8:45 a.m. High school races

The Lady Gators have scored 23 and 25 will follow the collegiate races.
points in their first two meets, v
Another strong aspect of the women’s Jill -~ Martin can  be reached at
team is the “B” team, which won the JTC Jillmart@ufl.edu g
Invitational over the weekend. Alicia
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Cross cou
Staff Report

With its second runner of the
season returning from half—wa'y
around the world, the U‘I“mgn s
cross country team pulled things
together and finished third at the

Southeastern Conference cross”

country championships on Mon-
day in Tuscaloosa, Ala.

The UF women finished
fourth. This marks the third time
in the past four years that the
men has finished in the third po-
sition. The women'’s finish is its
lowest since a fourth-place per-

rmance in 1994.
fof?llle en had a total of 98
points and the women's team
had 121 points. Arkansas won

h races. .
bc'(tih,ris Duncan finished seventh
with a time of 25 minutes, 11.91
seconds and earned his first ca-
reer All-Southeastern Confer-
ence.

Rolando Ortiz was the second
UF finisher. He finished 15th
with an AII-SEC time of
26:00.35.

“It feels good, not only that I
made it individually, but the

team helped me out, ” Ortiz said-
of his All-SEC honor.

“We all ran well even without
Rob [Evans].” i

Do[nnell Bowen was 19th
overall and had a time of
26:15.74.

His time was two seconds off
his best this season. Courtney
Chambers was close behind
Bowen at 21st place. 7

“We all pulled together well,
Duncan said. : 9

“We came up here with all five
guns firing and that will help us
when we come back for the re-

gional meet. I am proud of ev-
eryone.”

UF was without its No. 2 run-
ner and two-time Al-SEC per-
former Evans who returns from
Sydney, Australia, toc}ay. ;

Evans was competing in the
Paralympic Games where he
won two gold medals and set
world rgcords in the 1,500 meter
and the 5000.

“We need 10 take this momen-
tum and add Rob into the mix to
do even better at the Regional
meet in two weeks on this same
course,” UF coach Doug Brown

Hilary White, who finished in
16th place with a time of
22:03.37 and was one place
away from earning All-SEC hon-
ors, led the women’s team.

Erin Merten had a time of
22:20.08 and was in 19th place.
Freshman Kelly Walker finished
23rd and was third for the
Gators with a time of 22:25.85.
Nona Allen and Alicia Weber
were the final two UF scorers.

Allen finished in 31st place at
22:51.05, and Weber crossed at
22:53.19 in 32nd place.



